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Disclosed herein are a method and an apparatus for preparing
ametal composite powder by using gas spraying. The method
of'preparing a metal composite powder by using gas spraying
includes introducing a matrix phase in a chamber, including a
reinforcing phase in the chamber, melting the introduced
matrix phase to form a melt, adding the reinforcing phase in
the melt, stirring the melt with the added reinforcing phase to
form a melt mixture, atomizing the melt mixture together
with a gas to form a metal composite powder containing the
reinforcing phase, and collecting the metal composite powder
formed.
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PRODUCTION METHOD AND PRODUCTION
DEVICE FOR A COMPOSITE METAL
POWDER USING THE GAS SPRAYING
METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage application under 35
U.S.C. 371 of PCT Application No. PCT/KR2009/007544
having an international filing date of Dec. 16 2009 , which
designated the United States, which PCT application claimed
the benefit of Korean Application No. 10-2009-0124690
2009 filed Dec. 15, 2009 and Korean Application No.
10-2009-0124694 2009 filed Dec. 15, 2009 , the entire dis-
closure of each of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to a production method and
production device for a composite metal powder using gas
spraying method.

2. Description of the Related Art

In general, a milling method milling solid metals, a wet
method through a chemical process such as precipitation, and
an spraying method atomizing molten metals by using an
atomizing nozzle after melting metals are used as the methods
of preparing metal powders.

Among the foregoing methods, the spraying method may
be classified as water spraying using a liquid such as water
and gas spraying using gas, according to a cooling medium
used therein.

A method of preparing metal powders by typical gas spray-
ing generally prepares metal powders by injecting inert gas
such as argon or nitrogen at room temperature while allowing
molten metals to flow through an atomizing nozzle. An aver-
age particle size of the prepared metal powder is about 100
pm.

Metals may be classified as a metal with a low melting
point such as zinc (Zn), aluminum (Al), or tin (Sn), a metal
with a high melting point such as stainless steel, copper (Cu),
iron (Fe), nickel (Ni), or cobalt (Co), and a multi-component
alloy, according to a melting point.

Meanwhile, metallic materials classified as various types
as described above include reinforcing phases such that char-
acteristics thereof are improved. The metallic materials con-
taining such reinforcing phases are usually prepared through
a melt casting method after mainly introducing the reinforc-
ing phases.

However, with respect to the metallic material prepared
through the foregoing melt casting method, near net-shape
processing of the prepared product is difficult because the
reinforcing phases may separate along interfaces and a sepa-
rate melt mixing process, in which a matrix phase, i.e., a low
melting point material, and a reinforcing phase, i.e., a high
melting point material, are mixed together, is added.

Also, non-uniform distribution of the reinforcing phase
occurs in a metallic material prepared through melt casting
including the foregoing mixing process due to the agglom-
eration of the reinforcing phase when the reinforcing phase
and the matrix phase are mixed. Accordingly, there are limi-
tations in that controls of the amount, size, shape and distri-
bution of the reinforcing phase are difficult and control of the
size of the metallic material containing the reinforcing phase
is also difficult.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention are directed to pro-
vide a method of preparing a metal composite powder by
using gas spraying.

Embodiments of the present invention are also directed to
provide an apparatus for preparing a metal composite powder
by using gas spraying.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of preparing a metal composite powder by
using gas spraying including: introducing a matrix phase into
a chamber; including a reinforcing phase in the chamber;
melting the introduced matrix phase to form a melt; adding
the reinforcing phase in the melt; stirring the melt with the
added reinforcing phase to form a melt mixture; atomizing
the melt mixture together with a gas to form a metal compos-
ite powder containing the reinforcing phase; and collecting
the metal composite powder formed.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an apparatus for preparing a metal composite
powder by using gas spraying including: an upper chamber
including a crucible in which a matrix phase is introduced and
melted; an input device included at an upper side of the
crucible in the upper chamber and capable of selectively
introducing a reinforcing phase into the crucible; a stirring
device stirring the reinforcing phase introduced into the cru-
cible through the input device and a melt formed by heating in
the crucible; an atomizing nozzle generating a metal compos-
ite powder by atomizing a melt mixture formed by stirring the
melt and the reinforcing phase through the stirring device
together with a gas; and a lower chamber which is a collecting
space of the metal composite powder generated by the atom-
izing nozzle.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided a method of preparing a metal composite powder
by using gas spraying including: preparing a melt by adding
and stirring a metal ingot, an alloy ingot, or an aluminum-
reinforcing phase powder after melting an aluminum ingot or
an aluminum-silicon (Al-—Si) based alloy containing a rein-
forcing phase by heating, or preparing a melt by heating and
stirring an aluminum parent material charged with an alumi-
num-reinforcing phase powder at the bottom thereof after the
aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is subjected to Al-foil-
ing (operation 1); and atomizing the melt prepared in opera-
tion 1 together with a gas to prepare a metal composite pow-
der (operation 2).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and other advantages
of'the present invention will be more clearly understood from
the following detailed description taken in conjunction with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an apparatus for
preparing a metal composite powder by using gas spraying
according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of preparing a
metal composite powder by using gas spraying according to
the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a crystal struc-
ture of a metal composite powder prepared according to a
preparation method of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is micrographs showing a microstructure of an
aluminum (Al) composite powder containing silicon carbide
(SiC) prepared by a preparation method of the present inven-
tion and an enlarged portion of the microstructure;
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FIG. 5 shows the results of electron probe micro analysis
(EPMA) performed on an aluminum (Al) composite powder
containing silicon carbide (SiC) prepared by a preparation
method of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing the results of X-ray diffraction
analysis performed on an aluminum (Al) composite powder
containing silicon carbide (SiC) prepared by a preparation
method of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of mechanical milling according to the
present invention ((A): raw materials (a: Al, b: a reinforcing
phase), (B): mechanical activation (c: uniform distribution of
the reinforcing phase in Al due to continuous cold pressure
welding and breaking), (C): final materials ((d) plate-shaped
and (e) spherical Al-reinforcing phase powder particles in
which the reinforcing phase is uniformly distributed in Al);

FIG. 8 is a schematic view illustrating a method of intro-
ducing an aluminum-reinforcing phase powder according to
the present invention;

FIG. 9 is scanning electron micrographs of Al powder, TiC
powder, and Al—TiC powder prepared by a mechanical acti-
vation method according to the present invention ((a): Al, (b):
TiC, (c): AI—TiC);

FIG. 10 is a photograph showing Al alloy ingots containing
2 wt % of TiC powder;

FIG. 11 is (a) a scanning electron micrograph of an Al alloy
ingot and (b) a graph showing the results from the point
analysis of energy dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS);

FIG. 12 is photographs showing the results of EDS map-
ping analysis on an Al alloy ingot;

FIG. 13 is the results of field emission scanning electron
microscope (SEM) analysis showing components of a metal
composite powder according to the present invention;

FIG. 14 is optical micrographs showing surfaces of metal
composite powders having different SiC fractions in an Al
matrix prepared according to the method of the present inven-
tion ((a): 20 vol % SiC, (b) 30 vol % SiC);

FIG. 15 is optical micrographs showing surfaces of metal
composite powders having different SiC sizes in an Al matrix
prepared according to the method of the present invention
((@): 17 pm, (b): 12 pum, (c): 6.5 um, (d): 1 pm);

FIG. 16 is optical micrographs showing surfaces of metal
composite powders prepared according to Examples 2 and 3
of the present invention ((a): Example 3, (b): Example 2);

FIG. 17 is optical micrographs showing surfaces of metal
composite powders according to melt temperatures ((a): cast
Al—Si—SiC based alloy, (b): Example 1, (¢) Comparative
Example 1, (d) Comparative Example 2);

FIG. 18 is optical micrographs showing surfaces of'a pow-
der sample prepared by using gas spraying and a melt-cast
sample ((a): Comparative Example 3, (b): Example 1);

FIG. 19 is a graph showing tensile strengths of an extruded
sample, which is formed of the metal composite powder of
Example 1 prepared according to the present invention,
according to heat treatment methods; and

FIG. 20 is a graph showing wear resistances of samples
according to preparation methods.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Features and advantages of the present invention will be
more clearly understood by the following detailed description
of the present preferred embodiments by reference to the
accompanying drawings. It is first noted that terms or words
used herein should be construed as meanings or concepts
corresponding with the technical spirit of the present inven-
tion, based on the principle that the inventor can appropriately
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define the concepts of the terms to best describe his own
invention. Also, it should be understood that detailed descrip-
tions of well-known functions and structures related to the
present invention will be omitted so as not to unnecessarily
obscure the important point of the present invention.

Hereinafter, specific embodiments of the present invention
will be described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a structure of an apparatus
for preparing a metal composite powder by using gas spray-
ing according to an embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 1, the apparatus for preparing a metal
composite powder by using gas spraying according to an
embodiment of the present invention is configured to include
a matrix phase (a reference numeral 600 in FIG. 3) and a
reinforcing phase (a reference numeral 700 in FIG. 3) of a
metal composite powder to be prepared in an upper chamber
100.

Inparticular, a crucible 120 and a heater 140 for melting the
matrix phase 600 are included in the upper chamber 100 and
an input device 500 accommodating the reinforcing phase
700 is included at an upper side of the crucible 120.

The crucible 120 has an upper opening and a shape which
gradually becomes narrower as it extends downward, and an
atomizing nozzle 300, which will be described in detail later,
is connected to the bottom of the crucible.

A heater for heating the crucible 120 is installed at the
outside of the crucible 120 to heat the matrix phase 600
accommodated therein together with the crucible 120.

The input device 500 includes an accommodating part 520
and a controlling part 540 and is approximately formed as a
cylindrical shape, wherein the accommodation part 520
accommodating the reinforcing phase 700 has a rotation axis
at a position toward one end away from the center of a body
and is rotatable around the rotation axis.

The controlling part 540, which tilts the accommodating
part 520 by user interaction to introduce the reinforcing phase
700 accommodated in the accommodating part 520 into the
crucible 120, is connected to one side of the body of the
accommodating part 520.

That is, one end of the controlling part 540 is connected to
the accommodating part 520 and the other end is exposed to
the outside of the chamber 100. When a user grabs and pulls
the exposed other end, the accommodating part 520 ascends
along a pulling direction of the user around the rotation axis
and the reinforcing phase 700 accommodated in the accom-
modation part 520 will be put into the crucible 120 along the
slope.

Also, it is possible to configure the controlling part 540 in
such a manner that a motor and a control switch are included
and the accommodating part 520 is tilted toward one direction
by the operation of the motor when the user manipulates the
control switch.

Meanwhile, the matrix phase 600 is accommodated in the
crucible 120 and is melted through heating by the heater 140.
A portion of a stirring device 400 is accommodated in the
crucible 120 in order to stir the reinforcing phase 700 intro-
duced into the melt thus formed.

In particular, the stirring device 400 includes a stirring
motor 420, which is included in one side of the chamber 100
to generate a torque, and an impeller 440, which is connected
to a rotation axis of the stirring motor 420, is included in the
crucible, and rotates to stir the melt, i.e., the matrix phase 600
and the reinforcing phase 700 in a molten state.

Although details are not illustrated in FIG. 1, a height of the
stirring motor 420 may be adjusted by using a cylinder or a
separate motor and thus, a position of the impeller 440 is
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adjustable in the crucible 120 such that the reinforcing phase
700 introduced into the melt may be stirred smoothly with the
melt.

Meanwhile, metals (Al, Cu, Fe, etc.) and alloys (AISi,
FeNi, etc.) having relatively low melting points are used for
the matrix phase 600, and one or more of ceramics (SiC, TiC,
Al,0;, Si0,, etc.) and intermetallic compounds (Al;Zr, etc.)
or organic and inorganic materials having melting points
relatively higher than that of the matrix phase 600 are used for
the reinforcing phase 700.

The matrix phase 600 has a size range of 10 um to 1000 pm,
and the reinforcing phase 700 has a size relatively smaller
than that of the matrix phase 600 and may have a size range of
1 nm to 100 pm.

The reason is that the role of the reinforcing phase 700 for
improving the characteristics of the matrix phase 600 is not
performed when the reinforcing phase 700 has a size larger
than that of the matrix phase 600.

A volume fraction of the reinforcing phase 700 introduced
is within a range of 0.1 vol % to 70 vol % with respect to the
molten matrix metal. The reason is that gas spraying is not
facilitated due to high viscosity when the volume fraction of
the reinforcing phase 700 is 70% or more.

Meanwhile, the atomizing nozzle 300 is connected to the
bottom of the crucible 120, and a melt mixture of the rein-
forcing phase 700 having the foregoing size and volume
fraction ranges and the melt may be atomized into the inside
of a lower chamber 200 together with high pressure gas.
Detailed description will not be provided because the forego-
ing nozzle structure is an already known technique.

The melt mixture atomized by the atomizing nozzle 300 is
transformed to a powder form while being injected together
with high pressure gas and a metal composite powder thus
transformed is collected in the lower chamber 200.

That is, as shown in FIG. 1, the lower chamber 200 sup-
ports the upper chamber 100 thereunder and is connected to
the atomizing nozzle 300. Also, the lower chamber 200 col-
lects and stores the metal composite powder transformed to a
powder form by being atomized together with gas at an end of
the atomizing nozzle 300, and although not shown in FIG. 1,
acyclone is further included under the lower chamber 200 for
this purpose.

Hereinafter, a method of preparing a metal composite pow-
der through gas spraying by using the foregoing metal com-
posite powder preparation apparatus is described in detail
with reference to the attached drawings.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of preparing a
metal composite powder by using gas spraying according to
the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, introducing a matrix phase (a refer-
ence numeral 600 in FIG. 3) in the upper chamber 100 is first
performed in the method of preparing a metal composite
powder by using gas spraying according to the present inven-
tion.

That is, a crucible 120 accommodating the matrix phase
600 is included in the upper chamber 100 and the matrix
phase 600 is accommodated in the crucible 120.

Accommodating the reinforcing phase 700 in an input
device 500 included in the upper chamber 100 is performed
separately from the introducing of the matrix phase 600.

That is, the introducing of the matrix phase 600 in the
crucible 120 and the accommodating of the reinforcing phase
700 in an accommodating part 520, i.e., a component of the
input device 500, are performed separately and thus, may be
performed regardless of the order. However, since the rein-
forcing phase 700 is introduced to reinforce mechanical prop-
erties of the matrix phase 600, the reinforcing phase 700 may
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6

be accommodated after accommodating the matrix phase 600
in consideration of the properties which will be reinforced.

Meanwhile, when the accommodations of the matrix phase
600 and the reinforcing phase 700 in the upper chamber 100
are completed, melting the matrix phase 600 accommodated
in the crucible 120 to form a melt is performed.

In the forming of the melt, the matrix phase 600 is trans-
formed to a melt having a temperature of about 900° C. by
induction melting in the crucible 120 included in the upper
chamber 100.

Introducing the reinforcing phase 700 in the melt, which is
formed by melting the matrix phase 600, is performed.

At this time, the reinforcing phase 700 is included in an
accommodating part 520 which is connected to a controlling
part 540 in order for a user to control from the outside as
described above. Therefore, when the user confirms the state
of the matrix phase 600 and that the matrix phase 600 was
transformed to a melt, it is possible to introduce the reinforc-
ing phase 700 into the melt by using the controlling part 540.

The foregoing reinforcing phase 700 is a material having a
melting point higher than that of the matrix phase 600 as
described above and maintains it characteristics in a state of
being introduced into the melted matrix phase 600.

When the reinforcing phase 700 is introduced into the melt,
i.e., the melted matrix phase 600, a stirring motor 420, which
is a component of the stirring device 400, rotates so as to
rotate an impeller 440 connected thereto at high speed. Thus,
the reinforcing phase 700 is uniformly dispersed in the melt
by the impeller 440 rotating at high speed and a melt mixture
is obtained.

Meanwhile, when the melt mixture is formed, forming a
metal composite powder is performed by atomizing the melt
mixture with high pressure gas using an atomizing nozzle
300.

The metal composite powder thus formed is collected and
stored in the lower chamber 200 in a state of containing the
reinforcing phase 700 in the matrix phase 600.

Hereinafter, the metal composite powder thus prepared is
described in more detail with reference to the attached draw-
ings.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view schematically illustrating a
crystalline structure of a metal composite powder prepared
according to the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 3, the metal composite powder prepared
by a preparation method using gas spraying according to the
present invention contains the reinforcing phase 700 in the
matrix phase 600 and an interface is formed between the
reinforcing phase 700 and the matrix phase 600. Therefore,
that the reinforcing phase 700 is non-uniformly distributed at
one side of the matrix phase 600 by agglomeration is pre-
vented.

Hereinafter, the present invention is described in detail
according to embodiments.

FIG. 4 is micrographs showing a microstructure of an
aluminum (Al) composite powder containing silicon carbide
(SiC) prepared by a preparation method of the present inven-
tion, FIG. 5 shows the results of electron probe micro analysis
(EPMA) performed on an aluminum composite powder con-
taining silicon carbide prepared by a preparation method of
the present invention, and FIG. 6 is a graph showing the
results of X-ray diffraction analysis performed on an alumi-
num composite powder containing silicon carbide prepared
by a preparation method of the present invention.

The metal composite powders shown in the foregoing
micrographs are formed by the method of forming a metal
composite powder using gas spraying according to the
present invention and by a metal composite powder prepara-
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tion apparatus. The metal composite powders are aluminum
composite powders containing silicon carbide which is one
kind of ceramics.

The Al composite powder containing silicon carbide is
melted in a crucible 120 in the upper chamber 100 by induc-
tion melting to become an aluminum melt having a tempera-
ture of about 900° C. and about 2 vol % of silicon carbide
stored in the accommodating part 520 is directly introduced
into the aluminum melt.

The aluminum melt with the introduced silicon carbide is
stirred by an impeller rotating at about 500 rpm while the
stirring device 400 is moved up and down, and thus, a melt
mixture is formed.

The melt mixture of silicon carbide and aluminum thus
formed is transferred through an atomizing nozzle 300 having
a diameter of 2 mm and a mixed gas (nitrogen:oxygen=38:2)
having a pressure of about 20 bars together with the melt
mixture is injected to the end of the atomizing nozzle 300. As
aresult, an Al composite powder containing SiC having a size
of about 150 pum is formed and the Al composite powder
containing SiC is collected and stored in the lower chamber
200.

According to the results of micrographs, electron micro-
scopic analysis, and X-ray diffraction analysis of the Al com-
posite powder containing SiC formed through the foregoing
processes, it is confirmed that the SiC reinforcing phase 700
is contained in the Al matrix phase 600.

Also, the present invention provides a method of preparing
a metal composite powder by using gas spraying including:
preparing a melt by adding and stirring a metal ingot, an alloy
ingot, or an aluminum-reinforcing phase powder after melt-
ing an aluminum ingot or an Al—Si based alloy containing a
reinforcing phase by heating, or preparing a melt by heating
and stirring an aluminum parent material charged with an
aluminum-reinforcing phase powder at the bottom thereof
after the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is subjected to
Al-foiling (operation 1); and atomizing the melt prepared in
operation 1 together with gas to prepare a metal composite
powder (operation 2).

Hereinafter, the method of preparing a metal composite
powder by using gas spraying according to the present inven-
tion is described in detail operation by operation.

In the method of preparing a metal composite powder by
using gas spraying according to the present invention, opera-
tion 1 is preparing a melt by adding and stirring a metal ingot,
an alloy ingot, or an aluminum-reinforcing phase powder
after melting an aluminum ingot or an Al—Si based alloy
containing a reinforcing phase by heating, or preparing a melt
by heating and stirring an aluminum parent material charged
with an aluminum-reinforcing phase powder at the bottom
thereof after the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is sub-
jected to Al-foiling (see FIG. 8).

At this time, SiC, AIN, or TiC may be used as the reinforc-
ing phase in operation 1.

Also, aluminum (Al), tin (Sn), or copper (Cu) may be used
as the metal ingot in operation 1 and an aluminum-silicon
(Al—Si) alloy, an aluminum-copper (Al—Cu) alloy, or an
aluminum-iron (Al—Fe) alloy may be used as the alloy ingot
in operation 1.

Further, aluminum and reinforcing phase powders are
mixed together and then the aluminum-reinforcing phase
powder in operation 1 may be prepared by mechanical mill-
ing. The mechanical milling is performed by using a horizon-
tal mill which is a low-energy ball mill and stainless balls. The
milling is performed for about 30 minutes in order to prepare
a plate-shaped powder and the milling may be performed for
about 5 hours in order to prepare a spherical powder. Milling
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time and rpm may be adjusted according to a low-energy
milling method and a high-energy milling method. The rein-
forcing phase will be uniformly distributed in the aluminum
matrix by the mechanical milling (see FIG. 7).

Also, the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is prepared
in a plate or spherical shape having a size range of 10 um to
5000 um and a particle size of the reinforcing phase existing
in the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is in a range of
0.001 pm to 50 pm.

The aluminum-reinforcing phase powder in operation 1
may be added at a temperature in which a crystal structure
generated in the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder is
maintained.

The melt in operation 1 may have the reinforcing phase in
arange of 0.1 vol % to 70 vol %. When the reinforcing phase
is less than 0.1 vol %, tensile strength and wear resistance are
not improved and when the reinforcing phase is more than 70
vol %, a metal composite powder may not be prepared by gas
spraying because viscosity of the melt increases.

Also, operation 1 may further include increasing melt tem-
perature to a temperature range of 700° C. to 800° C. within
5 minutes to 30 minutes. The viscosity of the melt is lowered
by performing the foregoing process such that gas spraying is
facilitated, and segregation and decomposition of the rein-
forcing phase may be prevented.

Next, in the method of preparing a metal composite powder
by using gas spraying according to the present invention,
operation 2 is preparing a metal composite powder by atom-
izing the melt prepared in operation 1 together with gas.

At this time, a mixed gas, in which a volume fraction ratio
between nitrogen and oxygen is in a range of 7:3 to 9:1, may
be used as the gas in operation 2.

Also, the spraying in operation 2 may be performed in a
pressure range of 5 bars to 100 bars. When the spraying is
performed at a pressure less than 5 bars, the size of the
prepared metal composite powder increases and the particle
size distribution will be broadened. When the pressure is
more than 100 bars, powder preparation efficiency decreases
because the metal composite powder is prepared in a flake
shape.

Further, the present invention provides a metal composite
powder prepared by atomizing a melt, which is prepared by
adding and stirring a metal ingot, an alloy ingot, or an alumi-
num-reinforcing phase powder after an aluminum ingot or an
Al—Si based alloy containing a reinforcing phase is melted
by heating, together with a gas.

Therefore, the method of preparing a metal composite
powder by using gas spraying according to the present inven-
tion may mass produce the metal composite powder having a
reinforcing phase distributed as an intra-granular structure in
a metal matrix phase by using gas spraying and improves
tensile strength and wear resistance of a metal by means of
uniform distribution of the reinforcing phase. Therefore, the
method may be used usefully for the preparation of metal
composite powders.

Also, the present invention provides an apparatus for pre-
paring a metal composite powder by using gas spraying
including: an upper chamber including a crucible in which an
aluminum ingot or an Al-—Si based alloy containing a rein-
forcing phase is introduced and melted; an input device
included at an upper side of the crucible in the upper chamber
and capable of selectively introducing a metal ingot, an alloy
ingot, or an aluminum-reinforcing phase powder into the
crucible; a stirring device stirring the metal ingot, the alloy
ingot, or the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder introduced
into the crucible through the input device and a melt formed
by heating in the crucible; an atomizing nozzle generating a
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metal composite powder by atomizing a melt mixture formed
by stirring the metal ingot, the alloy ingot, or the Al-reinforc-
ing phase powder and the melt through the stirring device
together with gas; and a lower chamber which is a collecting
space of the metal composite powder generated by the atom-
izing nozzle.

Further, the stirring device of the metal composite powder
preparation apparatus using gas spraying according to the
present invention may include a stirring motor included at the
outside of the upper chamber and an impeller connected to the
stirring motor and rotating in the crucible, and the input
device may include an accommodating part accommodating
the metal ingot, the alloy ingot, or the aluminum-reinforcing
phase powder and a controlling part that activates the accom-
modating part to introduce the metal ingot, the alloy ingot, or
the aluminum-reinforcing phase powder into the crucible.

Hereinafter, the present invention is described in detail
according to the following examples. However, the following
examples are only exemplary of the present invention, and the
contents of the present invention are not limited to the fol-
lowing examples.

EXAMPLE 1

1 kg of an Al—Si—SiC based alloy ingot (an ingot in
which 20 vol % of SiC was contained in an Al matrix, and 8
wt % to 9 wt % of Si, a maximum 0.2 wt % of Fe, a maximum
0.2 wt % of Cu, 045 wt % to 0.65 wt % of Mg, and a
maximum 0.2 wt % of Ti were contained, purchased from
MC-21 Inc.) was charged into a crucible in an upper chamber
of'a gas atomizer, and then a melt was prepared and stirred by
melting a parent material through induction heating to about
580° C. Thereafter, the melt temperature was rapidly
increased to 750° C. within 10 minutes. A metal composite
powder was prepared by injecting a mixed gas having a vol-
ume fraction ratio between nitrogen and oxygen of 8:2 at a
pressure of 20 bars into a melt mixture while the melt mixture
was atomized through a nozzle having a diameter of 3 mm.

EXAMPLE 2

A metal composite powder was prepared in the same man-
ner as Example 1 except that an Al—Si—SiC based alloy
ingot (an ingot in which 20 vol % of SiC was contained in an
Al matrix, and 8 wt % to 9 wt % of Si, a maximum 0.2 wt %
of Fe, a maximum 0.2 wt % of Cu, 0.45 wt % to 0.65 wt % of
Mg, and a maximum 0.2 wt % of Ti were contained, pur-
chased from MC-21 Inc.) and an Al—Si—Cu—Fe—Mg—
Mn based alloy ingot (a weight ratio of Al:Si:Cu:Fe:Mg:
Mn=69.5:20:3.5:5.5:1.2:0.5) were melted by adding into a
melt and stirred.

EXAMPLE 3

A metal composite powder was prepared in the same man-
ner as Example 1 except that 500 g of an Al—Si—SiC based
alloy ingot (an ingot in which 20 vol % of SiC was contained
in an Al matrix, and 8 wt % to 9 wt % of Si, a maximum 0.2
wt % of Fe, a maximum 0.2 wt % of Cu, 0.45 wt % to 0.65 wt
% of Mg, and a maximum 0.2 wt % of Ti were contained,
purchased from MC-21 Inc.) was used and melted at 660° C.
after adding a pure Al ingot having the same volume for the
control of a SiC fraction.

EXAMPLE 4

Aluminum and TiC powder were mixed together, and then
mechanical milling was performed by using a horizontal mill
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which is a low-energy ball mill and stainless balls. The mill-
ing was performed for about 30 minutes in order to prepare a
plate-shaped powder and the milling was performed for about
5 hours in order to prepare a spherical powder. An Al—TiC
powder was prepared by using the mechanical milling, and
then an aluminum ingot was melted and the prepared
Al—TiC powder was added thereto and stirred. Thereafter,
the melt temperature was rapidly increased to 750° C. within
10 minutes. A metal composite powder was prepared by
injecting a mixed gas having a volume fraction ratio between
nitrogen and oxygen of 8:2 at a pressure of 20 bars into a melt
mixture while the melt mixture was atomized through a
nozzle having a diameter of 3 mm.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 1

A metal composite powder was prepared in the same man-
ner as Example 1 except that the melt temperature was rapidly
increased to 850° C. within 15 minutes.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 2

A metal composite powder was prepared in the same man-
ner as Example 1 except that the melt temperature was rapidly
increased to 950° C. within 15 minutes.

COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 3

An Al—Si—SiC based alloy ingot (an ingot in which 20
vol % of SiC was contained in an Al matrix, and 8 wt % to 9
wt % of Si, a maximum 0.2 wt % of Fe, a maximum 0.2 wt %
of Cu, 0.45 wt % to 0.65 wt % of Mg, and a maximum 0.2 wt
% of Ti were contained, purchased from MC-21 Inc.) was
heated to prepare a melt, and then a sample was prepared after
cooling.

Analysis

1. Surface Analysis of Al powder, TiC Powder, and
Al—TiC Composite Powder Prepared by Using Mechanical
Activation Method

A scanning electron microscope (SEM, JEOL, 6500F) was
used to analyze surfaces of Al powder, TiC powder, and
Al—TiC powder prepared by using a mechanical activation
method, and the results thereof are presented in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIG. 9, FIG. 9(a) shows a surface of the
aluminum powder, (b) shows a surface of the TiC powder, and
(c) shows a surface of the Al—TiC powder prepared by using
a mechanical activation method.

2. Al Alloy Ingot Containing 2 wt % of TiC Powder

An aluminum-reinforcing phase powder was prepared by
mechanical milling of aluminum and reinforcing powder, and
then a melt is prepared by melting the aluminum-reinforcing
phase powder together with an aluminum ingot. An Al alloy
ingot containing 2 wt % of TiC powder was prepared by
stirring at high speed and solidifying the melt, and photo-
graphs were taken therefrom. The Al alloy ingots containing
2 wt % of TiC powder were shown in FIG. 10.

3. Surface and Compositional Analysis of Al Alloy Ingot
Containing TiC Powder

An aluminum-reinforcing phase powder was prepared by
mechanical milling of aluminum and reinforcing powder, and
then a melt is prepared by melting the aluminum-reinforcing
phase powder together with an aluminum ingot. An AI—TiC
alloy ingot was prepared by stirring at high speed and solidi-
fying the melt. SEM analysis and point analysis of energy
dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDS) were performed in
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order to investigate the surface and composition of the pre-
pared Al—TiC alloy ingot and the results thereof are shown in
FIG. 11.

As shown in FIG. 11, it may be understood that TiC par-
ticles were intra-granularly distributed in an Al matrix (see
FIG. 11(a)), and Al, Ti, and C were included as major com-
ponents (see FIG. 11(5)).

4. Compositional Analysis of Al Alloy Ingot Containing
TiC Powder

An aluminum-reinforcing phase powder was prepared by
mechanical milling of aluminum and reinforcing powder, and
then a melt is prepared by melting the aluminum-reinforcing
phase powder together with an aluminum ingot. An AI—TiC
alloy ingot was prepared by stirring at high speed and solidi-
fying the melt. EDS mapping analysis was performed in order
to investigate the composition of the prepared Al—TiC alloy
ingot and the results thereof are shown in FIG. 12.

As shown in FIG. 12, it may be understood that Al, Ti, and
C were included as major components and a small amount of
Si was also included.

5. Compositional Analysis of Metal Composite Powder
Prepared by Using Gas Spraying

Field emission scanning electron microscope (SEM-EDS,
HITACHI, S-4200) analysis was performed in order to inves-
tigate the composition of the metal composite powder accord-
ing to the present invention and the results thereof are shown
in FIG. 13.

As shown in FIG. 13, it may be understood that the metal
composite powder according to the present invention had an
intra-granular structure in which SiC was distributed in an Al
matrix.

6. Surface Analysis of Metal Composite Powder According
to SiC Fraction

Optical microscope (OM, NIKON, EPIPHOT) analysis
was performed in order to investigate the surfaces of the metal
composite powders prepared with different SiC fractions in
an Al matrix by using the preparation method according to the
present invention and the results thereof are shown in FIG. 14.

FIG. 14(a) shows a metal composite powder containing 20
vol % SiC, and (b) shows a metal composite powder contain-
ing 30 vol % SiC.

7. Surface Analysis of Metal Composite Powder According
to SiC Size

Optical microscope (OM) analysis was performed in order
to investigate the surfaces of the metal composite powders
prepared with different SiC sizes in an Al matrix by using the
preparation method according to the present invention and the
results thereof are shown in FIG. 15.

FIG. 15(a) shows a metal composite powder containing 17
um sized SiC, (b) shows a metal composite powder contain-
ing 12 pm sized SiC, (c) shows a metal composite powder
containing 6.5 um sized SiC. Also, (d) shows a metal com-
posite powder containing about 1 um sized SiC which was
obtained by heating the metal composite powder containing
12 pum sized SiC at 750° C. and holding for 30 minutes, and
then cooling.

8. Surface Analysis of Metal Composite Powder According
to Al Alloy Addition

Optical microscope analysis was performed in order to
investigate the surfaces of the metal composite powders pre-
pared in Examples 2 and 3 according to the present invention
and the results thereof are shown in FIG. 16.

FIG. 16(a) shows a metal composite powder of Example 3
prepared by including an Al ingot in an Al—Si—SiC based
ingot, and (b) shows a metal composite powder of Example 2
prepared by including an Al—Si—Cu—Fe—Mg—Mn ingot
in an Al—Si—SiC based ingot.
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EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 1

Surface Analysis of Metal Composite Powder
According to Melt Temperature

Optical microscope analysis was performed in order to
investigate the surfaces of the metal composite powders
according to melt temperatures and the results thereof are
shown in FIG. 17.

FIG. 17(a) shows a cast Al—Si—SiC based alloy, FIG.
17(b) shows a metal composite powder of Example 1, and
FIGS. 17(c) and (d) show metal composite powders of Com-
parative Examples 1 and 2, respectively. As shown in FIG. 17,
it may be understood that 750° C., which was the melt tem-
perature of Example 1, was an appropriate temperature for
preparing a metal composite powder, and SiC was segregated
and decomposed in Comparative Examples 1 and 2 because
viscosities of the melts decreased and the melting times
increased.

EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 2

Surface Analyses of Powder Sample Prepared by
Gas Spraying and Melt-Cast Sample

Optical microscope analysis was performed in order to
investigate the surfaces of a powder sample prepared by gas
spraying and a melt-cast sample, and the results thereof are
shown in FIG. 18.

As shown in FIG. 18, it may be understood that Example 1
(FIG. 18(b)) according to the present invention had improved
wettability of AI—SiC in comparison to Example 3 (FIG.
18(a)), and SiC was uniformly and intra-granularly distrib-
uted.

EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 3

Tensile Strength Analyses of Extruded Sample
Prepared with Metal Composite Powder According
to Heat Treatment Methods

An extruded sample was prepared with the metal compos-
ite powder of Example 1 prepared by the preparation method
of the present invention and tensile strengths were analyzed
according to heat treatment methods. The results thereof are
presented in FIG. 19 and Table 1 below.

TABLE 1
Maximum tensile Young’s Modulus
Example strength (MPa) (MPa) Elongation (%)
T-6 heat- 382 334 7
treated
Extruded Sample 209 133 15
(as-extruded)
Heat treatment 188 114 18
(annealed)
Cast sample 310 255 5
(as-cast)
An Al-—Si—SiC based metal composite powder prepared

by the method of Example 1 was subjected to canless extru-
sion at about 470° C. to prepare an extruded sample, and then
the extruded sample was heat treated at 350° C. for 30 minutes
in order to remove extrusion stress. Also, in order to improve
mechanical properties through precipitation hardening, the
extruded sample was heat treated at 540° C. for 8 hours and
then water cooled. Subsequently, a T-6 heat treatment was
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performed by heat treating at 170° C. for 4 hours and cooling.
The data for the cast sample were quoted from the experi-
mental results of MC-21 Inc. obtained after a T-6 heat treat-
ment.

As shown in FIG. 19 and Table 1, with respect to the
extruded sample prepared by performing a T-6 heat treatment
on the metal composite powder according to the preparation
method of the present invention, it may be understood that
maximum tensile strength, Young’s modulus, and elongation
were respectively improved about 23%, about 31%, and 40%
in comparison to the as-cast sample.

EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLE 4

Wear resistance Analyses of Samples According to
Preparation methods

Wear resistances of samples according to preparation
methods were analyzed and the results thereof are presented
in FIG. 20.

As shown in FIG. 20, a specific wear rate was 2189x1071°
m®/Nm when a sample prepared by squeeze casting at a
pressure of 50 MPa was subjected to a T-6 heat treatment, a
specific wear rate was 1395x107*> m*/Nm when a sample
containing 20 vol % SiC prepared by squeeze casting was
subjected to a T-6 heat treatment, a specific wear rate was
594x107"> m*/Nm with respect to a sample prepared by
extruding the metal composite powder of Example 1 accord-
ing to the present invention, and a specific wear rate was
1931x107"°> m*/Nm when the sample prepared by extruding
the metal composite powder of Example 1 according to the
present invention was heat treated. Therefore, it may be
understood that the sample prepared by extruding the metal
composite powder of Example 1 according to the present
invention has a greatly improved specific wear rate.

According to the present invention, a metal composite
powder for powder metallurgy containing a property-con-
trolled reinforcing phase may be mass produced.

Products having improved mechanical properties may be
produced by performing a powder metallurgical process
using the metal composite powder thus produced.

Although the preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention as disclosed in the
accompanying claims.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method of preparing a metal composite powder by gas
spraying, the method comprising:
preparing a melt by melting an aluminum material,
wherein the aluminum material is selected from the
group consisting an aluminum ingot and an aluminum-
silicon (Al—Si) based alloy, at a melt temperature to
produce a melt;
adding a SiC reinforcing phase material to the melt to form
a reinforced metal melt;

increasing the melt temperature to a temperature above
700° C. and below 800° C. within 5 minutes to 30 min-
utes.

wherein no additional heat treatments exceed 800° C.; and

atomizing the reinforcing metal melt with a gas to prepare

a metal composite powder.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further
comprises adding a metal selected from the group consisting
of'a metal ingot and an alloy ingot, to the melt, wherein the
metal ingot comprises a metal selected from the group con-
sisting of aluminum (Al), tin (Sn), and copper (Cu), and
wherein the alloy ingot comprises a metal alloy selected from
the group consisting of an aluminum-silicon (Al—Si) alloy,
an aluminum-copper (Al—Cu) alloy, and an aluminum-iron
(Al—Fe) alloy.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the metal composite
powder has a size range of 10 um to 5000 pm.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the reinforcing phase
material in the metal composite powder is in a range of 0.001
um to 50 pm.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the reinforcing phase
material is added at a temperature in which a crystal structure
is generated in the metal composite powder.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the reinforcing metal
melt has a range of 0.1 vol % to 70 vol % of the reinforcing
phase material.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the gas is a mixed gas in
which a volume fraction ratio between nitrogen and oxygen is
in a range of 7:3 to 9:1.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the atomizing is per-
formed in a pressure range of 5 bars to 100 bars.

9. The method of claim 2, wherein the metal is a metal ingot
and wherein the metal ingot is an aluminum-silicon (Al—Si)
based alloy, and wherein the reinforcing phase material is
aluminum-silicon (Al—Si).
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